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When I learned t h a t  the  Alabama S t a t e  Ler.islaturo and t h e  Covr?r.io~' 

of Alabama were i n t e reo tad  i n  v i s i t i n g  the  George C. Ylarshall S;3acc ??i~:.'i 

Center ,  I advised D r .  von Braun that I would expect t o  cone d o ~ n  for t!.,: 

occao ion. 

I n  my vlew, i t  i o  extremely important t h a t  both t h e  Eegis la turc  

and t h e  Governor f u l l y  understand the ircportance of the George C. 2 : ~ ~ ~ > . . ~ 1 1  

Space P l i g h t  Center operation t o  the  BUCCBSB cf  t he  cu r ren t  United S ~ ~ C C Z  

e f f o r t  i n  opsce and, aluo, t he  importance of cur ability t o  work in ti;a'i 

State in an environment conducLve t o  the noat e f f e c t i v e  utflfzz:ion ~f 

our ablcrt s c i a n t i e t o ,  engineers, technicians, and industrial co~t rccrc i -2 .  

I n  my vieor, it is also very important t o  the f u t u r e  of A1tbtr.a ;:T.< 

t he  South t o  recognize t h a t  t h e  ouccessful  method of conducting aGv~;r.cecl 

reoearch and technology which has been worked out by D r .  von Erame 5y 

t he  outatanding group of axpcrtE he has assembled, and the Blue iiibbon 

team of i n d u r t r i a l  con t r ac to r s  from a l l  over the United S t a t e s ,  wb;c 
I 

work i o  eupervioed from the  Marshall  Space F l ight  Center ,  providcs ir, iz:: 

extens ion  t o  o the r  area8 one of the g r e a t e s t  oppor tun i t i e s  thilj  r e ~ i o n  

w i l l  ever have t o  l anrn  .o work eocceesfu l ly  with every factor rsl;lccJ 

t o  economic and i n d u e t r i a l  growth. 

A t  the Ceorga C,  Marehall Space Fl i i jh t  Ceilter, we are w o z k i a ~  v i z : ~  

t h 4  aumt advanced forme of anergy convarnion i.3 both very 1t rSs  t;;x;n~:;; 

, and very amall  amounts, wi th  the  most advanced forum of elecCrosLcsi Por 



2 

the organirrotion and control of large-scale systema and extensive s f f o r c s  

in science and technology, with vary advanced use of new a t e r f a l s ,  0r.d 

with a total  syotamo engineering approach that p u l l o  a l l  of t h e  f a c t o r s  

required for aucce68 together , ortlculates them, and provides foi: ti>” 

most complex but, a t  the aame thm, moot relforble opeclalizcd rnic;lIzcs 

and oyetamr the human race has yet developed. 

the capabilitieo for 8uccess which ziro required a ~ d  which LISA has e s w b -  

liohed a t  H w t o i i l l e  offer great  prombe t o  the South, and their close 

relationship to other8 in Louieiana, M l s o i s o i p p l ,  Texas and Florida ~ z x s  

that many of the m n  and woman in AmcrLco who w e  most skilled in these 

advanced concepts oad practlccts now l ive  :I& woi-k In the South. Udcr  

NASA practices, ‘their c k i l l o  can contrtbute t o  rany advanccs throughcut 

the region and will provide a n y  opportunities for  the future. 

The very exi;tcncc of 

I hope very much the State Legislature and tho Governor w l l i  eiijoy 

their viait  to XuntaviAAe and w i l l  return home with a better and P O ~ Q  

canpleto undexrtaading of the importance of those matters. 

CCI PI0 


